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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Great Real Estate Market for Downsizing!

Listing inventory is low, interest rates are heading down and buyers are buying.
Savvy sellers are making cost-effective fixups and my high-end marketing to sell
their home quickly, then using the equity to buy the new property.

Call me today for a free property evaluation and marketing plan.
Utilize my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.
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Local expert addresses hot topic of home insurance availability

By Sora O’Doherty

The Via Farallon La
Cuesta Firewise group
hosted a Zoom meeting,
open to the public, on
Feb. 22, so that local res-
idents could hear from a
local insurance expert
about the problem of
home insurance
nonrenewals.

Joel Laucher, a Mor-
aga resident who
worked for the Califor-
nia Department of In-
surance before retiring,
now works for the non-
profit agency United
Policyholders and ad-
dressed over 80 people
who attended the Zoom
meeting. He explained
how United Policyhold-
ers came into being after
the devastating Oakland
fire 30 years ago, to try
to help consumers un-
derstand and contend
with the realities of pre-
mium increases and
nonrenewals.

Laucher also ad-
dressed some problems
of people who still have
insurance, but are un-
derinsured (30 to 40% of
people are underinsured
and would not be able to
rebuild if they lost their
home in a fire, he ex-

plained). The current
cost to rebuild is now a
minimum of $450 per
square foot.

If your insurance
company is not going to
renew your home insur-
ance policy, they must by
law give you 75 days no-
tice. This is intended to
either allow you to cor-
rect deficiencies that
might have led to the
nonrenewal, or to shop
for another insurance
provider. Laucher ex-
plained that often a pol-
icy nonrenewal may
have nothing to do with
your particular property,
but the insurer might be
trying to reduce their
risk in a certain area.

The California De-
partment of Insurance
provides tips on how to
obtain home insurance,
including the 800 tele-
phone numbers of every
insurer who writes poli-
cies in California.

Laucher advised
calling every one and
asking if they can either
give you a direct quote
for a new policy or di-
rect you to an agent who
handles policies for their
company.

Although California
established its “FAIR
plan” to provide basic
fire insurance to those
who live in a high-fire
area and cannot obtain
insurance, Laucher ad-
vised strongly to keep
this as the option of last
resort. FAIR plan policies
are fire insurance only,

and Laucher said home-
owners would require
“Difference in Condi-
tions” policies to protect
them from everything
else, from liability to
water damage. Although
water damage claims are
rare, he noted, claims for
water damage tend to be
very significant.

Laucher offered
these tips to homeown-
ers. Seek out proactive
insurance agents or bro-
kers. Do as much mitiga-
tion as you can, includ-
ing clearing all vegeta-
tion and debris from un-
der decks and clearing
all combustible material
for 5 feet from your

home, with six inches of
noncombustible vertical
clearance at the bottom
of all exterior surfaces of
your home. Ask your
agent about all available
discounts. Raise your
deductible to reduce
your premium.

... continued on Page 8

Art Gallery at Wilder reopens to public

By Sora O’Doherty

359-9940.

The Lamorinda Arts Council will be
hosting a Grand Reopening of the
Art Gallery at Wilder on Sunday,
March 3. There will be a reception
with light refreshments from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. Orinda Vice Mayor Latika
Malkani will be present to officially
reopen the gallery, which will re-
main open for public viewing each
weekday from 3 to 5 p.m.

Curator Bill Carmel will intro-
duce featured artist Shiva Ja-
farzadeh and her themed artwork,
"Paintings and Drawings of Ro-
mance, Womanhood, Motherhood &
Feminine Poems.”

More information is available at
https://lamorindaarts.org/
current-exhibits-wilder/
or by email to info@Lamor-
indaArts.org or by telephone at (925)
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INC.

Bay Area Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your
Crawlspace Lately?

French Drains
Underfloor Drains
Downspout Systems

Subdrain Systems
Sump Pumps
Retaining Walls
Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Locally Owned and Operated
A General Engineering Contractor LIC # 762208

9253779209

visit our website: www.bayareadrainage.com




